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The Times Higher Education 
World Reputation Rankings are 
created using the world’s largest 

invitation-only survey of academic 
opinion – a truly unique piece of 
research.

The Academic Reputation Survey, 
available in 10 languages, uses United 
Nations data to ensure that it is 
 properly distributed to re�ect the 
demographics of world scholarship.  
It is also evenly spread across  academic 
disciplines. 

Those invited to take part are 
 statistically representative of both their 
country and their discipline.

The questionnaire, administered by 
polling company Ipsos MediaCT for 
THE’s rankings data supplier Thomson 
Reuters, targets only experienced, 
 published scholars, who offer their 
views on excellence in research and 
teaching within their disciplines and 
at institutions with which they are 
familiar.

The 2013 rankings are based on a 
survey carried out in March and April 
2012, which received 16,639 responses 
from 144 countries. When polled, the 
respondents on average had been 

 per cent), 
with the arts and humanities polling 
the  lowest (10.5 per cent).

The spread across the regions is also 
well balanced: 33 per cent of responses 
hail from North America, 17 per cent 
from Western Europe, 12 per cent from 
East Asia, 10 per cent from Oceania, 

The excellent response 
to the third round of 
the annual Academic 
Reputation Survey 
gives an even more 
accurate picture of 
scholarly opinion

Poll position: experts think these are the best in the business

The Academic Reputation Survey  
that will inform the 2013-14 World 
University Rankings and the 2014 
World Reputation Rankings will be 
distributed soon. If selected to take 
part, you will represent your country 
and discipline in an important piece 
of research. Please put aside 20 
minutes to �ll in the form.

SURVEY INVITE: RSVP
6 per cent from Eastern Europe, 5 per 
cent from South America and 5 per 
cent from the Middle East.

In the survey, scholars are 
 questioned at the level of their speci�c 
subject discipline. They are not asked 
to create a ranking or to list a large 
range of institutions, but to name no 
more than 15 of those they believe to 


