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are making contributions in many 
different ways and in many different 
countries.

One of the most noticeable things 
about the list is its diversity: the top 10 
alone includes eight countries (com-
pared with just two at the apex of the 
2012-13 World University Rankings).

The Republic of Korea has two top 
10 representatives: the Pohang Uni-
versity of Science and Technology 
(Postech) retains the top spot, while 
the Korea Advanced Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology moves from fifth 
last year to third. Both benefit from 
being small, highly focused specialists 
backed by serious financial muscle.

Switzerland’s École Polytechnique 
Fédérale de Lausanne holds on to 
second place, while the Hong Kong 
University of Science and Technology 
takes fourth. In fifth is the top US 

institution, the University of California, 
Irvine (see page 24).

Maastricht takes sixth, followed by 
the University of York, the UK’s top-
rated 100 Under 50 representative, 
which has risen one place to seventh. 
At eighth is Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore’s only represent-
ative in the table. The top 10 is com-
pleted by France’s Université Pierre et 
Marie Curie in ninth and Université 
Paris-Sud in 10th.

“The top 10 is very diverse in terms 
of the countries represented, but there 
are some clear common features: it is 
dominated by smaller, specialist 
technology-focused institutions,” says 
Simon Pratt, product manager for 
institutional research at Thomson 
Reuters, which leads the data 
collection and analysis process for the 




