
RESEARCH EXCELLENCE FRAMEWORK 2014: OVERALL RANKING OF INSTITUTIONS

2014 
rank
order 

by 
GPA

2008 
rank 
order 

by 
GPA Institution

Number  
of UoAs 
entered

Total 
number of 
FTE staff 

submitted

Quality profile of institutions %

GPA 
(0-4)

Research 
power

Rank on 
research 

power 
2014

Rank on 
research 

power 
20084* 3* 2* 1* U/C

1 1 Institute of Cancer Research 2  103 50 42 8 0 1 3.40  351 87 85
2 6 Imperial College London 14  1,257 46 44 9 1 0 3.36  4,223 8 7
3 =4 London School of Economics and Political 

Science
14  532 50 37 11 1 1 3.35  1,783 28 29

4 =4 University of Oxford 31  2,409 48 39 11 1 0 3.34  8,047 2 1
5 2 University of Cambridge 32  2,088 47 40 12 1 0 3.33  6,952 3 2
6 =22 Cardiff University 27  738 40 47 11 1 0 3.27  2,412 18 15
7 =22 King’s College London 27  1,369 40 45 13 2 0 3.23  4,422 6 11

=8 7 University College London 36  2,566 43 39 15 2 1 3.22  8,261 1 4
=8 9 University of Warwick 23  931 37 50 12 1 0 3.22  2,997 15 16
10 3 London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 

University of London
2  314 42 37 20 1 0 3.20  1,004 46 59

=11 12 University of Edinburgh 31  1,753 38 45 15 2 0 3.18  5,575 4 5
=11 =14 University of Bristol 31  1,138 36 47 15 1 0 3.18  3,618 9 10
=11 13 Queen Mary University of London 21  671 34 52 13 1 0 3.18  2,133 22 21
=14 =14 University of Sheffield 35  1,043 33 52 13 1 0 3.17  3,307 13 9
=14 10 University of York 24  643 35 48 15 1 0 3.17  2,038 23 22
=14 =20 University of Bath 13  462 32 55 11 1 0 3.17  1,463 35 35

17 8 University of Manchester 35  1,561 35 47 16 1 0 3.16  4,933 5 3
=18 =14 University of Southampton 26  1,113 33 51 14 1 0 3.15  3,506 11 14
=18 =20 Lancaster University 16  580 35 48 15 2 0 3.15  1,826 26 26

20 =14 Durham University 23  740 33 50 15 1 0 3.14  2,325 20 19
=21 =14 University of Leeds 33  1,149 32 50 15 2 0 3.13  3,597 10 8
=21 =14 University of St Andrews 20  519 32 50 16 1 0 3.13  1,623 32 32

23 =35 University of East Anglia 24  455 30 52 16 1 0 3.11  1,415 36 33
=24 =33 University of Glasgow 32  1,099 31 50 17 2 0 3.10  3,408 12 13
=24 n/a Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine 2  35 31 49 19 1 0 3.10  109 114 n/a
=26 =24 University of Nottingham 32  1,404 32 49 17 2 1 3.09  4,340 7 6
=26 27 Newcastle University 28  888 31 48 19 1 0 3.09  2,744 16 17
=26 =24 Royal Holloway, University of London 17  378 30 51 17 1 0 3.09  1,168 40 39
=26 =52 Swansea University 18  370 31 49 18 2 0 3.09  1,142 42 36

30 =28 University of Exeter 25  736 29 53 16 2 0 3.08  2,267 21 25
=31 26 University of Birmingham 33  1,065 28 53 16 2 0 3.07  3,271 14 12
=31 49 Cranfield University 3  224 27 54 19 0 0 3.07  687 61 63
=33 =40 University of Liverpool 26  760 27 54 18 2 0 3.06  2,325 19 18
=33 =45 Heriot-Watt University 12  352 26 56 16 2 0 3.06  1,078 44 46
=35 11 University of Essex 14  339 30 48 21 2 0 3.05  1,034 45 44
=35 =52 Aston University 7  199 29 49 20 1 0 3.05  608 69 64

37 50 University of Strathclyde 17  558 28 51 19 2 0 3.04  1,696 31 30
=38 42 University of Reading 23  590 27 51 20 2 0 3.03  1,788 27 27
=38 =40 University of Dundee 20  396 31 44 21 3 0 3.03  1,199 39 34

40 30 University of Sussex 24  501 28 48 22 2 1 3.01  1,507 34 31
41 103 Cardiff Metropolitan University 3  35 25 55 18 2 1 3.00  105 115 95

=42 39 Queen’s University Belfast 28  868 25 52 21 2 0 2.99  2,596 17 20
=42 =52 Bangor University 14  233 26 51 20 3 1 2.99  697 59 55
=42 =66 St George’s, University of London 2  56 30 40 30 0 0 2.99  166 108 87

45 =35 University of Surrey 15  459 22 56 20 2 0 2.98  1,367 37 42
=46 38 University of Aberdeen 25  597 24 52 22 2 0 2.97  1,774 29 28
=46 =33 Birkbeck, University of London 14  328 27 46 23 3 0 2.97  973 48 48

48 =56 University of Stirling 15  301 25 49 24 2 0 2.96  891 52 53
=49 =28 Loughborough University 18  646 25 49 23 3 0 2.95  1,905 25 24
=49 =31 University of Kent 23  591 25 48 24 3 0 2.95  1,744 30 40
=49 =45 City University London 12  378 23 52 21 3 1 2.95  1,116 43 45
=49 62 University of Bradford 7  124 24 50 22 2 1 2.95  365 85 57

53 51 University of Leicester 25  672 20 55 22 2 0 2.93  1,968 24 23
=54 =45 Ulster University 20  449 24 47 24 3 1 2.91  1,306 38 38
=54 43 The Open University 18  396 21 51 26 2 0 2.91  1,153 41 41

56 =35 Goldsmiths, University of London 13  238 24 46 27 2 1 2.90  692 60 52
57 =56 Keele University 17  267 21 50 26 3 1 2.88  769 56 56

=58 =45 Aberystwyth University 17  317 22 45 28 4 1 2.84  900 51 51
=58 =59 University of Brighton 10  209 23 45 27 5 1 2.84  595 70 60

60 =72 University of Roehampton 13  149 22 44 29 5 0 2.83  422 78
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