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Times Higher Education World University Rankings: 

Times Higher Education is the data provider underpinning university excellence in every continent across the world. As 
the company behind the world’s most influential university ranking, and with over five decades of experience as a source 
of analysis and insight on higher education, we have unparalleled expertise on the trends underpinning university 
performance globally. Our data and benchmarking tools are used by many of the world’s most prestigious universities to 
help them achieve their strategic goals.  
 
The annual Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings (WUR), started in 2004, aims to provide the 
definitive list of the best universities. The new reiterated methodology, developed in 2023, evaluat
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Summary of the Rankings methodology: 
 

The Times Higher Education World University Rankings are the only global performance tables that judge research-
intensive universities across all their core missions: teaching, research environment, research quality, international 
outlook and industry. 



/terms-and-conditions
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https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/exchange_rates/monthly?year=2022
https://www.trade-tariff.service.gov.uk/exchange_rates/monthly?year=2022
https://www.bdl.gov.lb/search.php?query=sayrafa
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/PA.NUS.PPP
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2022/April
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=WDI&f=Indicator_Code%3APA.NUS.PPP
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL
http://data.uis.unesco.org/
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2) Criteria for exclusion, inclusion, and data processing 
 

 
Exclusion and inclusion criteria 
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Normalisation 

Moving from a series of specific data points to indicators, and finally to a total score for an institution, requires us to match 
values that represent fundamentally different data. To do this we use a standardisation approach for each indicator, and 
then combine the indicators in the proportions indicated below. 

The standardisation approach we use is based on the distribution of data within a particular indicator, where we calculate 
a cumulative probability function, and evaluate where a particular institution’s indicator sits within that function. 

For all metrics except the Academic Reputation Survey metrics, Research Excellence, Research Influence, and Patents, we 
calculate the cumulative probability function using a version of Z-scoring. The distribution of the data in these exceptional 
metrics requires us to use an exponential component. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Patents 

o This metric recognises the extent to which universities are supporting their national economies 
through technology transfer. It measures the count of patents citing an entity’s published research.  
This measure is subject weighted to avoid penalising universities producing research in fields low in 
patents. We also normalise this by the sum of academic and research staff. 
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Weightings of metrics to final scores and rankings 
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4) Publication and reporting 
 

 
Final rankings preparation 
 
All institutions were ranked overall and are published in the final rankings table on the THE website. On the website, the 
overall score and pillar scores are displayed. 
 
Precise overall scores are shown for the institutions ranked in the top 200 overall. Banded overall scores are presented 
for the institutions ranked in bands (e.g. from 201 to 250. Precise individual pillar scores are displayed for each ranked 
institution. 
 
For the institutions ranked 1 – 200 overall, an individual rank position is listed. The next institutions are assigned to the 
following bands: 201-250, 251-300, 301-350, 351-400, 401-500, 501-600, 601-800, 801-1000, 1001-1200, 1201-1500, 
1501+. 
 
Institutions with the ‘Reporter’ status appear at the end of the table, and they do not have any rank or scores. 
 
 
Review and sign off  

 
 
Reporting 
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Rule number 
Methodology 

section 
Rule description 

(i) 
Data collection and 

sources 
A named representative from each institution submits and authorises their 
institutional data for use in the Rankings. 

(ii) 
Data collection and 

sources 
 

Times Higher Education will not self-submit data for an institution without positive 
confirmation from the named representative of the institution. 

(iii) 
Data collection and 

sources 
Prior to submission of data within the portal, the draft data undergoes automatic 
validation checks reviewed by the named representative. 

(iv) 
Criteria for exclusion, 

inclusion and data 
processing 

Total reputation score for each university was calculated based on the aggregate of 
individual respondent data. 

(v) 
Criteria for exclusion, 

inclusion and data 
processing 

Universities meeting the seven key inclusion criteria are included in the rankings. 

(vi) 

Criteria for exclusion, 

inclusion and data 
processing 

Management review and approve all institution submissions data for appropriateness 
and accuracy, based on prior year values and gaps within datasets. 

i) 
Criteria for exclusion, 

inclusion and data 
processing 

Data provided by institutions for financial information is converted into USD using 
international PPP exchange rates. 

(viii) 

Criteria for exclusion, 
inclusion and data 

processing 

Institution-level bibliometric (Scopus and/or SciVal) obtained from Elsevier is 
mapped to THE institution data via THE

’s institution ID.

 


